He ahakoa he iti, he pounamu

\\‘ ‘I : Although it may be small, it is precious like greenstone.

‘ 4 1‘ Our tamariki are pounamu — taonga beyond measure. Each child is recognised as unique, with
their own mana, and is deeply respected as a confident, capable learner and communicator.

Tamariki and kaiako are encouraged to engage in a fun, warm, and supportive environment
that nurtures curiosity, creativity, and a lifelong love of learning. Tamariki are empowered to
take ownership of their learning, while kaiako thoughtfully follow the children’s lead,
responding to both individual and group interests.

They are empowered to thrive, knowing this is their place.
Their sense of mana is nurtured, while they are also supported to recognise and uplift the
mana of others, developing rich social and emotional competencies that strengthen
whanaungatanga.

Whanaungatanga is at our heart.
Like the many flecks and colours within pounamu, it represents the richness and diversity of
our relationships.

We nurture strong, respectful connections with tamariki, whanau, and our wider community.
Together, we shape a local curriculum that reflects who we are and where we come from.

Through these deep and enduring relationships, we build and sustain a shared sense of
belonging — grounded in trust, collaboration, and care.

Te Tiriti o Waitangi guides us; it is the shape of the stone. Our mahi is in providing a culturally
responsive environment that supports equitable outcomes for all. We value culture and
diversity, support the wellbeing of all, while providing opportunities for tikanga and te reo
Maori to thrive.

We aspire for our tamariki to become Kaitiaki - guardians of PapatGanuku, with a deep
connection to nature and a commitment to nurturing and caring for our environment. Within
this whare, tamariki grow in curiosity, resilience, and connectedness. It is a place where
tamariki learn to respect the natural world and each other.

*Tamariki/Children * Pounamu/Greenstone *Taonga/Treasure
*Whanaungatanga/Sense of family connection *Kaitiaki/Guardian *Papattanuku/Earth




k Mother. All children are born with mana. It comes from: Their family and ancestors,
their spirit and personality, their potential for the future.
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